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The following is a letter re-
ceived by Koos News from 
Doug Robertson, Douglas Coun-
ty Commissioner, regarding the 
proposal by Coos County Com-
missioner John Griffi th to al-
low the Coquille Indian Tribe 
to manage the Coos Bay Wagon 
Roads lands. 

I would like to clarify some 
points concerning the Coos Bay 
Wagon Road (CBWR) lands that 
arose in a discussion I had some 
time ago with Coos County As-
sessor, Bob Main. Following that 
discussion, the Assessor implied 

in his remarks at a candidates fo-
rum that I supported the idea of 
Coos and Douglas County pursu-
ing a transfer of ownership of the 
CBWR lands.

I, along with the vast major-
ity of county commissioners who 
make up the O&C Board of Di-
rectors, would jump at the oppor-
tunity for our respective counties 
to gain title to the O&C lands 
and/or CBWR lands. The chance 
of that happening in the foresee-
able future, however, is non-ex-
istent. The most recent attempt 
to sell a small amount of margin-

ally productive Forest Service 
land to help offset the cost of the 
county payments program could 
not even get one single vote of 
support in the United States Sen-
ate.. .not one!

A much more practical ap-
proach that does not require the 
United States to relinquish its 
ownership has been suggested 
by Coos County Commissioner 
John Griffi th. John is a board 
member of the Association of 
O&C Counties. His is one of 
the most knowledgeable and re-
spected voices on federal forest 
issues, as well as issues that im-
pact all of our coastal communi-
ties.

Commissioner Griffi th’s sug-
gestion is to capitalize on the fact 
that the Coquille Indian Tribe is 
already managing federal forest 
land in Coos County. Commis-
sioner Griffi th proposes to redes-
ignate the CBWR lands within 
Coos County, so that they remain 
in federal ownership but come un-
der the management of the Tribe. 
The fact that the Tribe is aleady 
operating within the Department 
of Interior and has a compact to 
manage BLM lands, lends sub-
stantial credence to John’s sug-
gestion. Coos County has 60,000 
acres of CBWR lands within its 
borders, which represents a sig-
nifi cant potential for income. 
So long as such an arrangement 
could be reached without open-
ing up possible amendments to 
the 1937 O&C Act, I would sup-
port Commissioner Griffi th’s 
idea. His proposal also stipulates 
that the tribe could not engage in 
any primary wood manufactur-
ing, so they would not compete 
with manufactures in the private 
sector. The land would also re-
main open for all of the current 
uses the public now enjoys.

Douglas County has a much 
smaller ownership of CBWR 
land (14,000 acres) and these 
lands are not near or adjacent to 

the lands now being managed by 
the Tribe, as are the CBWR lands 
in Coos County. I have had pre-
liminary discussion with some 
of our federal representatives 
about the possibility of a trans-
fer of management authority to 
Douglas County for these lands. 
Because the County is not part 
of the Department of Interior, 
and has no management agree-
ment in place with the BLM, 
this approach would be much 
more diffi cult to achieve. Having 
said that, however, it is going to 
take the innovative thoughts of 

The Bay Area Concert Band will hold 
their spring concert at the North Bend Pres-
byterian Church on Thursday, May 15.  
Band Director, Mr. Mark Allen takes up the 
baton for the 7:30 PM performance.

The members of the band work hard to 

bring music to their community and look 
forward to seeing familiar faces (and new 
faces) in the audience.  Admission is free, 
although donations are accepted.  The pro-
ceeds go into a scholarship fund to help our 
younger members further their musical edu-
cation.

SUPPORT FOR ALLOWING THE COQUILLE TO MANAGE BLM LANDS

Spring Concert To Be Performed

THE BAY AREA’S ONE STOP 
BEAUTY HEADQUARTERS

Open To The Public 
& Professionals

*Hats  *Wigs  
*Jewelry  *Watches

*Handbags – All Sizes 
& Styles

Exclusive Lines – Private Fitting 
Room For Wigs

YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE 
- TAKE CARE OF IT

Something Special For 
Every Budget

2253 Newmark, North Bend 
(Public Square Center)

541-756-5717
 Open Monday - Saturday 9 AM to 6 PM

www.orcoastmusic.com
787 NEWMARK, COOS BAY  •  888-6805

BUY - SELL - TRADE
Guitar Lessons & Repair Available

HUGE CLEARANCE SALE ON GUITARS & AMPS
FREE Gig Bag w/All New Guitars $150.00 & Up

Red Tailed 
Boa

Regularly $149.99

SALE 
$99.99

people like John Griffi th to cre-
ate a way out of the fi scal crisis 
in which the counties now fmd 
themselves.

All of us need to keep an open 
mind in considering and dis-
cussing any plan that increases 
balanced management and for-
est health on our federal timber 
lands.

Doug Robertson, 
Douglas County Commissioner

and President of the Assn. 
of O&C Counties

LIVE MUSIC
friday & saturday night 

9:00 pm to 1:00 am

classic 

rock

loud sexy     rock

may 9 & 10 

no cover 
charge

BEARDED 
DRAGON

Regularly $74.99

SALE 
$49.99

• FREE Tire Rotation
• FREE Flat Repair
• FREE Mounting
• FREE Tire Balancing

Backed By 
The Best Tire 

Warrany In 
The West

$14995
FRONT OR 

REARExpires 5-31-08

• FREE Tire Inspection
• FREE Air Check
• Tire Replacement*

• Up to 5 quarts 10W30 motor oil 
• Install oil filter
• Most cars & light trucks
• 35-point vehicle inspection

Coupon expires 5-31-08

$2295
reg. $2895

Lube, Oil, & Filter
APPOINTMENT
SUGGESTED

* Limited Warranty. Ask for details

Complete 
Brake Job!

As Low As

DON’T SETTLE FOR LES!

267-2173
1595 N. Bayshore Dr., Coos Bay

Rotary Benefi t 
Announced
Bay Area Sunrise Rotary Club 

will host its 2nd annual Black & 
White Benefi t Gala, a dinner-
dance-auction to benefi t Rotary 
Community Projects.  Join us 
for gourmet food, wine and art, 
silent and live auctions, and the 
"It's About Time Big Band."  The 
event will be held Saturday, May 
10th, 6:00 - 11:00 PM at the Or-
egon Coast Culinary Institute at 
Southwestern Oregon Commu-
nity College.  Tickets are $40.00 
each and are limited in number.  

For more information or tick-
ets contact: Lynda Kristoffersen, 
756-4570 or Jan Delimont, 290-
1850 or Shirley Bridgham756-
5401.


