
Whether or 
not an inno-
vation makes 
our lives eas-
ier is not the 
only criteria we 
should be using, 
but also: How does 
it feel, deep down in 
our guts?  What other impacts 
is it having on us, our lives and 
families, neighborhoods, ranches 
and farms?  How ponderous is it, 
how beautiful or ugly, weaken-
ing or strengthening, contributing 
to clarity of thinking or robbing 
us of chances to learn and grow?  
While I am too predisposed to self 
defense to be able to relate to the 
Amish practice of nonviolence, I 
can get into their philosophy when 
it comes to determining what they 
want to incorporate into their com-
munity and what to repudiate or 
reject.  Whatever they’re consider-
ing for adoption – from Roundup-
Ready crop seed to new forms of 
entertainment – the question they 
ask themselves is “Does this thing 
contribute to or take away from 
who we really are, the long term 
health of ourselves and our land, 
the tenuous fabric of our commu-
nity, the ways of living we believe 
are best?” 

As free and awake citizens, it is 
our job to carefully examine both 
the many benefi ts and possible 
problems, with not only the things 
we buy and subject ourselves to 
but also their components and the 
processes by which they were pro-
duced… in order to ascertain their 
likely impact on us, on the human 
psyche itself, our relationships and 
homes.  The most defensible tech-
nologies are those which deplete 
the fewest resources with the few-
est negative consequences, contrib-
uting to our empowerment and not 
our cycles of dependency.  What’s 
important is not fi nding which 
“sustainable” technologies can be 
made to last the longest, but rather, 
which of these endless new high 
tech forms help sustain the very 
spirit and integrity of free and em-
powered life.

It doesn’t help to blindly wor-
ship or totally count on technology, 
anymore than it helps to ignore or 
downplay the personal and social 
consequences of its various means 
and uses.  What we need instead 
is to see, distinguish, understand, 
appraise and discern between the 
ever larger fi eld of options.  By 
being totally aware and paying at-
tention, we’re equipped to decide 
what kinds of tech to support or 
personally utilize, when and how, 
how much or how little... instead 
of being either simple recipients 
or disgruntled victims of its re-
lentless new forces.  We are born 
to be response-able decision mak-
ers and not strictly prissy antago-
nists or doe-eyed converts, meet-
ing our needs while heeding our 
conscience, committed to helping 
create our reality and affect our 
world.
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Like it or not, we live in a largely 
technologically defi ned age, an era 
in which almost everything we do 
makes use of or is infl uenced by the 
wonders of industry and science.  
Having no agenda of its own, this 
powerful force can be harnessed to 
create everything from valuable new 
diagnostic tools for doctors to insid-
ious mind control, from the miracu-
lous solar electric panels that I use 
to power this laptop to clothes made 
of so called “miracle fi bers” that I 
wouldn’t be caught dead wearing.  
Brain implants can be put to use 
by doctors to help patients manage 
their seizures, or just as easily by an 
intrusive future government seeking 
to further increase its control over 
all aspects of our behavior.

Some people think of technol-
ogy as our earthly savior from dis-
comfort and suffering and a certain 
remedy for every problem our indi-
vidual or collective stupidity might 
ever cause.  Others consider it an 
evil genie unleashed from its bottle, 
from which no good is believed to 
come without unjustifi ably harmful 
and dehumanizing results.  Fact is, 
it will never be a cure all, nor would 
the world suddenly become an easy 
going paradise if every high-tech 
creation were to suddenly disappear.  
We need to get over the need to see 
it as simply good or bad, black or 
white, recognize technology for the 
hugely complex, dual-edged sword 
that it is and then act accordingly.  
We need to defi ne our relationship 
to inevitable innovation not in terms 
of acquiescence or adoration, cyni-
cism or rejection, but rather, person-
al responsibility and astute, mindful 

selection.
To begin with, we must under-

stand that technology is not now, 
nor will it ever be, solely benign. 
The petroleum based herbicides and 
pesticides that have helped farmers 
feed the growing population of the 
world, have also damaged human 
and wildlife health.  Life saving 
antibiotics have spurred new forms 
of viral disease, and those given to 
livestock have reduced the immune 
response of people eating them.  
Other effects are not so easily dis-
cerned.  Case in point:  A person 
grows stronger by pulling a load, 
pushing hard against an obstacle, or 
rising to a mental challenge.  Thus 
to the degree it ensures ease and 
comfort, technology threatens to 
take away the very sources of our 
strength.  It promises the possibil-
ity of us living hundreds of years 
through the use of synthetic bionic 
parts, and yet it is our awareness 
of the fi nite nature of life – of how 
relatively short our life spans are – 
that we come to fully appreciate, 
value, and concentrate on each pre-
cious present moment.  It can accel-
erate our day to day activities and 
increase our production, but unless 
we take careful countermeasures 
we may fi nd ourselves experiencing 
things on a more superfi cial level, 
having no time for the depth of re-
lationship and understanding that 
lead to wisdom and enlightenment.  
Because technology gives us the 
means to manipulate appearance, 
we fi nd ourselves increasingly sur-
rounded by the artifi cial, with a re-
duced capacity to know what is real 
and what isn’t.

SYSTEM SLOW?
Don’t Fall For Those TV or Pop-Up Scams

We Do It The RIGHT Way.
PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY!
Spyware/Virus removal $65.00

(includes the tools to keep your system clean)

HOURS: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday - Friday

$35.00 Come In And 
Ask For Details.

LAPTOP OPTIMIZATION:

NEED HELP WITH PAYROLL?
See Me!

NEW! Saiga 12 Gauge 
Semi-Auto Shotguns 

Now In Stock! 

YOUR FULL SERVICE 
GUN SHOP!
*Rifl es *Shotguns     *Hand Guns
*Ammo *Magazines     *Optics
*Holsters *Grips    
*Stocks *Parts      
*Brass   *Accessories

If We Don’t Have It – 
We Can Get It!

NEW! Springfield 1911A1 ONLY $649.99

WE HAVE .22 AMMO 
AND LARGE RIFLE 

PRIMERS!

YOUR FULL SERVICE 
AUTO REPAIR AND 

MAINTENANCE CENTER
Cars  •  Trucks  •  RVs

Oil Changes   •   Tune Ups   •   Alignments   •   Brakes

Get Ready For Summer Travel!
Complete Cooling System 

Check & Service
ONLY $49.99*

*With this coupon.  Most vehicles.  KN

GET YOUR RV AND OTHER VEHICLES 
READY FOR SUMMER TRAVEL

A Properly Tuned Vehicle Runs Better and Saves Fuel.
Regular Maintenance Extends The Life Of your Vehicle.

New State-Of-The-Art Alignment Machine 
Proper Alignment Can Reduce Tire Wear and Give Better Mileage

NOW ACCELPTING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DELINQUENT OREGON TAX RETURNS

Neither coffee, nor soda, nor rain nor sleet 
bothers this new keyboard. Only $35.00!

www.orcoastmusic.com
787 NEWMARK, COOS BAY  •  888-6805

WE ARE A DEALER FOR:
*Marshall   *Vox   *Fender   *Behringer    
*Ampeg   *Guild   *Squire   *Hagstrom    

*Alvarez   *U.S. Masters

BUY - SELL - TRADE
Guitar Lessons & Repair Available

OUR SUMMER SALE IS HOT!OUR SUMMER SALE IS HOT!
Prices Slashed On ALL Used Inventory

Great Selection Of Guitars UNDER $200.00
String Special: Buy 1 Set - Get 2nd Set at ½ Price!

A Serious Guitar Shop And More!
By Far - The Largest Selection On The Coast & The 
Largest Selection Of Used Instruments In The Area

HANDGUN CLASSES:  WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 12, TUESDAY, AUGUST 25


