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THE STRAIGHT SHOT

Recess Director by jess Hardin

I wonder if we don’t spend a bit
too much time griping about how
much there is to do. We fret that as
soon as one thing is fixed another
something breaks. How as quickly
as the last of our known tasks is
completed, several more situations
jump up to take their place, de-
manding our full attention, cheating
us out of the time we scheduled to
relax and enjoy. We imagine what
we’d do if only we could retire from
work, get someone else to split the
firewood, and kick back!

Nonsense, I say! Truth is, most
of us aren’t nearly as spooked by
hard work as we are by the specter
of the “end of the list” — an im-
probable event whereby there’d be
nothing urgent needing tending, and
no excuse not to relax. An unend-
ing series of chores saves us from
the potentially frightening experi-
ence of time alone with ourselves,
long and quiet moments when we
might have to confront and actu-
ally deal with our repressed grief
or unacknowledged fears, the fact
of our unmet needs and remaining
unfulfilled dreams, the unavoid-
ability of death and our relationship
with what we call God or Spirit,
the call to an unknown mission or
purpose or the essential meaning of

A reward is being offered for ar-
rest and conviction of the person or
persons responsible for vandalism
and damage at Kelley's Tax and Ac-
counting Service, located at 63085
Hwy. 101 in Coos Bay. Trhe event
took place on July 24 between the
hours of 10:00 PM and Midnight.

Anyone with information should
contact the Oregon State Police at
269-5000.

our lives. Each new item we add to
our “to do” list spares us from hav-
ing to make on-the-spot decisions
about how to best allocate our finite
and fleeting mortal hours, keeps
us too busy to ponder the changes
we might have to initiate in order
to make those hours more sentient,
significant and satisfying. While we
talk about how much we’d like a va-
cation, we often come up with new
tasks to fill any unscheduled days.
In spite of our complaints about the
normal work load, deep inside we
may feel a bit panicky if faced with
the prospect of an extended break,
and the approach of “free time” can
sometimes feel like we’re approach-
ing the edge of a cliff from which
we might fall. A majority of us sub-
consciously count on the ceaseless
rotating demands of our daily lists
to hold us back from the brink.
There’s enough busy-ness in
simply taking care of one’s self,
family and home to keep the mind
fully occupied, thus denying us the
silence that teaches and the stillness
that restores. Add to this a desire to
excel at rodeo barrel-racing, trying
to make enough money to put one’s
kids through college, the urgency of
house and auto repairs, and favors
long owed to others. You’ve likely
read stories of the everyday men and
women who inherit a big chunk or
win millions of dollars at the lottery,
who nonetheless soon go back to the
familiarity and routine of their old
job at the mill, the highway depart-
ment or local gas station and conve-
nience store. We all know fathers
who spend weekend and vacation
hours at their office or shop, moth-
ers who feel like they’re cheating
their child if they have a single min-
ute to themselves, and kids anxious
to go back to school in the Fall be-
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dows, and a 2 years new roof .

269-5858 « FAX (541) 267-0498

COOS BAY - $1 69, 500

RMLS#9059851

Three bedroom, 1 bath home with hardwood floors, oak kitchen, vinyl win-
Includes a 20’ X 24’shop and a 10’ X 10’
shed. Move in ready. Close to bay, Charleston & fishing.
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LAPTOP OPTIMIZATION:

$35.00 Come In And
Ask For Details.

Neither coffee, nor soda, nor rain nor sleet
bothers this new keyboard. Only 335.00!

SYSTEM SLOW?

Don't Fall For Those TV or Pop-Up Scams

We Do It The RIGHT Way.

PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY!

Spyware/Virus removal $65.00

(includes the tools to keep your system clean)

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

«Viirus, Spyware & Adware Removal <Data Recovery System Security
*DOD Secure Hard Drive Erasure +Laptop Repair

Now offering an extended warranty on all new systems.

We are your virus & spyware removal specialists!
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- New - Usad - Repairs - Upgrades

‘ 269-5734

2570 OCEAN BLVD., COOS BAY
HOURS: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday - Friday

cause they’re
somehow
managed to
get bored with
their summer
of liberty.

And then J
if you feel like
you’ve got a mis-
sion, for goodness sake, you
might as well forget about sleep
altogether! It’s the same whether
that mission is preaching the gos-
pel, abolishing the United Nations,
protecting or destroying our pre-
cious Second Amendment rights!
I’m hardly immune myself, getting
pissed about the destruction of rural
cultures as well as wild places. The
planet is being flattened for parking
lots, the elderly are getting screwed
on their medicines, government
is increasingly controlling every
aspect of our lives, and the archi-
tecture of the once woolly West is
being replaced with tasteless office
spaces and duplicate strip malls.
And by golly, I’ve got to be the one
to do something about it!

All my hurry and bother comes
to an abrupt halt — like it or not —
the moment my wife’s hands be-
gin to rub just about any part of
my tension-filled body. Her touch
can be light and sweet, or a pointy
elbow shoved hard enough into a
sore neck to get my immediate and
complete attention. With a bend of
her eyebrow, she hooks everyone
in the family like we were errant
trout. A computer or unfinished ar-
ticle doesn’t hardly stand a chance.
Neither does a garden shovel or
water bucket, or even a letter that’s
long been waiting to be written.
Even our little girl Rhiannon is told
that she “obsesses.” We’re each
in turn derailed — no doubt for our
own good — by the woman we’ve
come to call the “Director of Re-
cess.”

Just like Santa Claus, Loba
knows “whether we’re naughty or
nice.” And like Dr. Spock or our
Fairy Godmother, she also knows
what’s best for us. What’s “best”
may be this: That we learn to value
our free hours doing what we like
most, or time spent with our loved
ones, more than we value making
money. That we play as much as
we work, try to turn our work into
play, and always remember that
having toys is not the same as hav-
ing fun. That we take our shoes
off to run in the rain, take a few
minutes just to appreciate the smell
of fresh cut hay or the view of the
mountains from the porch. That we
set aside our always important and
timely tasks in order to give thanks,
to sing (on-key or off-key!), to give
friends and family the energy they
deserve, to cultivate our relation-
ship with Creation as well as the
Creator.

Excuse me, but it looks like I’11
have to cut this short, as once again
the Director of Recess has her way
with us. For now at least, we sur-
render the well meaning interrup-
tion, to the experience of the un-
planned present moment, the smile
she wears and the muffins she’s
baked.

NEED HELP WITH PAYROLL?

See Me!

*Individual & Business
Tax Preparation

“Payroll  *Bookkeeping

*Consulting
“Certified UQuick Books
Pro Advisor

SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT
NOWw!

Kelley KinKade

NOW ACGELPTING APPOINTMENTS FOR
I]ElINQlIENT OREGON TAX RETURNS

Kelley's
Accounling & Tax &cervice
Certificd QuickBooks Advisor
63085 Hwy 101 ¢ Coos Bay, OR 97420
241-267-4TAX + 541-267-2007 Fax

Kelley M. KinKade, LTC

YOUR FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE CENTER

*Cars *Trucks *RVs

GET YOUR RV AND OTHER VEHICLES
READY FOR SUMMER TRAVEL

A Properly Tuned Vehicle Runs Better and Saves Fuel

Regular Maintenance Extends The Life Of your Vehicle

New State-Of-The-Art Alignment Machine
Proper Alignment Can Reduce Tire Wear
and Give Better Mileage

et Ready For Summer Travel!

Complete Cooling System
Check & Service

ONLY %49.99*

*With this coupon. Most vehicles. KN

Oil Changes ¢ Tune Ups « Alignments ¢ Brakes

BAYSHORE AUTO PARTS
FIRST, LAST & ALWAYS!

= Complele Service Depariment
= Parts Department
& Profegsicnal Instalaton
® Truck Accessming
@7 ® Tood Boxes

& Fumning Baands

= BAYSHORE

FOREIGH AND DOMESTIC

"IBB? N. BAYSHORE
(Hwy 101, by Coos Bay Toyota) « Bug Guards

269'27““ e Financing Availmbés
Complete Automotive Service — Cars, Trucks, RVs

We Realize That Our Customers

Don't Care How Much You Know Until
They Know How Much You Care!

Now In Stock!

YOUR FULL SERVICE

GUN SHOP!
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If We Don’t Have It —
We Can Get It!

NEW! Saiga 12 Gauge
Semi-Auto Shotguns

NEW! Springfield 1911A1 ONLY 649.99 :

= Gewtge LIRS \VE HAVE 22 AMINO
HOLE IN THE WALL

GUN SHOP

PROFESSIONAL GUNSMITHING AVAILABLE
D - BUY
818 S. BROADWAY, COOS BAY

267-6400

MASTER
DEALER

AUTHORIZED
SIG/SAUER DEALER

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY

*Rifles *Shotgu_ns *Han_d Guns 10:00 AM TO 6:00 PM
*Ammo *Magazines *Optics < .
*Holsters  *Grips

*Stocks *Parts

*Brass *Accessories

Wé Are Now An
ATN Night Vision
Distributor! *

- AND LARGE RIFLE
PRIMERS!

WE WILL MEET
OR BEAT ANY

. COMPETITOR’S

SELL - TRADE PRICE!

= WE ACCEPT ALL

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS




