
At the same time, this grassroots 
rebellion is brewing, we get a real 
sense of what the president’s “com-
munity organizing” really means.  As 
opposed to these tea parties, his is 
a top-down affair, with his new na-
tional organization, “Organizing for 
America”, directing local groups to 
agitate for his agenda.

The media was fascinated by 
a movement built around a man, 
yet seems much less interested in a 
movement, like the American Revo-
lution, built on an idea.

The New American Tea Party is a 
grass roots organization that protests 
the broader political implications 
of a government that has grown too 
large,too powerful and too intrusive. 

On April 1st the New American 
Tea Party is asking for every tax pay-
er who is fed up with so called stimu-
lus packages and bailouts to losing 
companies and their C.E.O.s to send 
a message of revolt that we have had 
enough.  This is not about Democrat 
or Republican.  It’s about our gov-
ernment spending away ours and our 
children’s hard earned tax dollars for 
their own amusement and pet proj-
ects.  We have been lied to enough!  
So on April 1st they ask you to please 
send 1 tea bag (you need not include 
a note) to: President Barak Obama at 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave,  Washington 
D.C. 20500. 

Of course, everyone is free to 
choose whether or not to participate 
in symbolic protests, so such actions 
don’t have much in the way of verifi -
able “true” or “false” aspects.  With 
that in mind, here are a few sugges-
tions for those inclined to partici-
pate:

* Given the more stringent se-
curity procedures for mail handling 
enacted after 9/11, there are no guar-
antees envelopes containing mailed 
teabags will get through to the White 
House without being discarded or 
signifi cantly delayed.

* Envelopes that cannot be run 
through USPS sorting machines are 
subject to an additional 20¢ postage 
surcharge. 

* Senders might wish to include 
explanatory notes with their enve-
lopes stating the desired outcome, 
such as: “I enclose this teabag as a 
protest against the passage of any fur-
ther economic stimulus packages that 
provide money to businesses without 
provisions for strict transparency and 
accountability in how that money is 
to be spent” or “I enclose this teabag 
as a protest against the passage of any 
further economic stimulus packages 
that include earmarks.”

Be sure that any messages sent 
with the tea bags NOT be aggressive 
or threatening.  BE NICE!  The ob-
ject of this exercise is merely to let 
the President and Congress know that 
there are people who disagree with 
what they are now doing.  If enough 
people participate, the politicians will 
surely listen.
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ing made to feel it our patriotic duty 
to pay MORE taxes?  Most of us are 
responsible citizens.  We pay our tax-
es.  We live on a budget and don’t ask 
someone else to carry the burden for 
poor decisions we may make.  Many 
of us emailed our congressmen and 
senators asking them to NOT vote for 
the stimulus package as it was writ-
ten without reading it fi rst.  No one 
listened.  They voted for it, pork and 
all. 

The very idea of the growing “tea 
party” phenomenon must be discon-
certing to the myth-makers in the 
mainstream media and the Obama 
Administration.  According to them, 
when people are agitating, they’re 
supposed to be upset about social 
inequality and corporate greed.  The 
very notion that they’d be protesting 
the ever-increasing size of the state 
upsets the worldview of these would-
be opinion-makers.

No wonder big media is paying 
scant attention to the “tea party” pro-
tests.  So far the Administration seems 
only to be “increasingly concerned” 
about populist backlash against banks 
and Wall Street, worried that anger at 
fi nancial institutions could also end 
up being directed at Congress and the 
White House and could complicate 
the president’s agenda.

If they’d been paying attention to 
the people outside the Washington 
Beltway, they’d realize that there al-
ready is a populist backlash directed 
against Congress and the White 
House - and not just for the bailouts 
of banks and Wall Street.  People are 
upset at the rapid increase in the size 
of the federal government that the 
president is proposing.  They’re con-
cerned about the government “take 
over” of many of the institutions that 
drive the American economy.  And 
they’re concerned about the massive 
power grab that seems to be the ob-
jective of this administration and this 
congress.
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THE NEW AMERICAN TEA PARTY by Jim Bice
On the evening of December 16, 

1773, a group of American colonists 
who called themselves “The Sons of 
Liberty” furtively boarded the ship 
“Dartmouth”, which was docked in 
Boston harbor with a load of East In-
dia Company tea.  Working through 
the night, the colonists dumped over 
45 tons of tea into the waters of the 
harbor as a protest against the Tea Act 
passed by the British government.  
The event, which came to be known 
as “The Boston Tea Party,” was one 
of the seminal events of the American 
Revolution and remains one of the 
most iconic moments in all of U.S. 
history.

In 2009, the iconic status of that 
event was referenced in the name 
of the New American Tea Party, de-
scribed as a “coalition of citizens and 
organizations concerned about the 
recent trend of fi scal recklessness in 
government”, who have begun coor-
dinating events around the U.S. with 
the announced goal of protesting the 
largesse in federal spending.  The 
idea of an American tea party, as il-
lustrated by these protests, seems to 
have arisen spontaneously, sparked by 
CNBC fi nancial correspondent Rick 
Santelli’s TV broadcast, but spread 
over the Internet and on conservative 
talk radio.  This action seeks to take 
up the “Tea Party” spirit by encour-
aging Americans to mail tea bags to 
the White House on April 1, 2009 (in 
order to arrive by April 15th, the day 
on which income tax fi lings are due) 
as a form of symbolic protest against 
“the way Washington is handling our 
taxes.” 

Rallies protesting not only the 
Obama stimulus package but also fur-
ther plans to spend money to bail out 

everyone from failing mortgage hold-
ers to automobile companies have al-
ready take place in Seattle; Denver; 
Mesa, Arizona and in Overland Park, 
Kansas.  More New American Tea 
Parties are planned for Washington 
DC, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Fort Worth, and Jackson, Missis-
sippi this Friday (March 27).  Addi-
tional tea party protests are planned 
for Kansas City, Orlando, Vancouver, 
Washington, Atlanta, Omaha, Fay-
etteville, Dallas, and Los Angeles.

Revolution can begin slowly with 
a steady simmering of discontent that 
can fi nally erupt into massive social 
unrest and protest fi lled riots that tear 
at the very fabric of a country.  Or it 
can begin with dissatisfi ed citizens 
coming together in civil protest us-
ing a country’s political apparatus to 
bring about their own “revolution” of 
ideas.

There are many Americans right 
now, who believe that last year’s 
2008 election of Barack Obama 
was just such a revolution.  Many of 
these Americans are seeking a posi-
tive change, a change by their duly 
elected representatives that will al-
ter the fabric of our country and its 
government, but will not rip it apart.  
With Democratic party leadership, 
this new movement seeks to shift 
the balance of power and realign po-
litical thought and policy.  Review-
ing the Democratic Party Platform, 
it becomes apparent exactly what 
the Obama administration and its 
Democratic leaders believe should 
be the future of America.  Health 
care reform, new green or alternative 
energy policies, better oversight and 
regulation of fi nancial institutions, 
affordable college tuitions for more 

American youth, improving the pub-
lic school system, and investment in 
mass transit projects are among their 
major goals.  

These are worthy goals if they 
are accomplished through open ex-
change of ideas and consideration 
of all points of view.  The Obama 
Administration, however, along with 
the Democrat controlled Congress 
and Senate, under the leadership of 
Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid, respec-
tively, have forged ahead without ac-
knowledgment of opposing views or 
alternative ideas.

The Democrats wrote and forced 
through a $787 billion “stimulus 
package” that no one even read be-
fore voting on it and the President 
didn’t read before signing it.  This is, 
indeed, taxation without representa-
tion!  

The proposed $3.8 trillion bud-
get package was created entirely by 
Democrats without the normal dis-
cussion and debate associated with 
such massive spending.  The white 
House even ignored a Republican 
budget proposal and then claimed 
that the Republicans refused to par-
ticipate in the process.

Washington has forgotten they 
work for us.  We don’t work for 
them.  Throwing good money after 
bad is NOT the answer.  Neither are 
the hearings where Congress rakes 
CEO’s over the coals while they, 
themselves, were the main cause of 
the sub-prime mortgage meltdown.  
What of the bailed out companies 
having lavish vacations and retreats 
on taxpayer dollars,  being told it is 
everyone’s responsibility to rescue 
people that, knowingly, bought more 
house than they could afford and be-
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