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ANNUAL CHARLESTON “BLESSING OF THE 
FLEET” SCHEDULED FOR MEMORIAL DAY
On Memorial Day, activities 

in Charleston, Oregon will focus 
on the Annual Blessing of the 
Fleet and Memorial Service at 
the Charleston Fisherman's Me-
morial near the launch ramp at 
Charleston Marina.  The blessing 
will be at 10:00 AM on Monday, 
May 26th.

The service will honor the 

more than 125 local men and 
women associated with the com-
mercial fi shing industry who 
have died since 1941.  This year 
one name will be added to the 
“Lost At Sea” plaque; Andrew 
J. Hebert-Hopper.  Three names 
will be added to the “In Mem-
ory” plaque; Vincent Murphy, 
Don “Rocky” Rockwood and 

Bob Worstenburg.
James Moore, a local com-

mercial Salmon troller, will 
provide opening and closing 
remarks. Pastor Ross Wilbanks 
of the Charleston Community 
Church will deliver a memo-
riam, and Tom Shine & Friends 
will perform on the bagpipes 
to open and close the blessing 
event.  The U.S. Naval Sea Ca-
det Corps, Abraham Lincoln 
Division, will provide the color 
guard.

The Charleston Comm;unity 
Church Choir will perform 
“Love Lifted Me” and there will 
be solo performances by Jenny 
Blood singing “Till the Storm 
Passes By” and Nancy Joy But-
ler performing “Ship Ahoy.”   
Additional ;music will be pro-
vided by The Young Bucs and 
Rick Morrison.

Following the blessing and 
memorial service, the Charleston 
Fishwives will host a coffee and 
cake reception at the Charleston 
Marina RV Park recteation room, 
63402 Kingfi sher Rd. near the 
Portside Restaurant.

A U.S. Coast Guard motor 
lifeboat from Lifeboat Station 
Charleston will load fl oral ar-
rangements to take them to sea 
and lay on the water in a brief 
ceremony.  The lifeboat will get 
underway immediately after the 
blessing and memorial service.

Floral arrangements or memo-
rial wreaths are encouraged, but 
they must contain only biode-
gradable materials.  Local fl oral 
businesses can readily accom-
modate requests for this type of 
arrangement.


