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THE STRAIGHT SHOT
The Beauty of Guns – Part 1 by Jess Hardin

AUTHORIZED 
SIG/SAUER DEALER

PROFESSIONAL GUNSMITHING AVAILABLE

Questioned about one’s love 
for our guns, it’s seldom we see 
beauty as a primary and elemental 
reason.  When hard pressed we’re 
more likely to resort to quoting the 
2nd Amendment of the Constitu-
tion.  We may point out which of 
our arms are heirlooms, seeking an 
exemption from the arbitrators of 
political correctness.  Or that they 
are merely “props” for our reliving 
of the wondrous Wild West.  The 
majority can be explained away as 
purely utilitarian devices, providing 
a portion of the family’s sustenance 
in the great tradition of the hunt, 
or as the bottom line in personal 
defense for these troubling times.   
We might suggest that they’re pri-
marily an investment, so long as we 
haven’t been seen pulling them one 
at a time from a fi reproof safe, look-
ing on each with an affection others 
might reserve for a sweetheart or a 
sunset.

While no one questions the mo-
tives or morality of someone spend-
ing hours of their life scrutinizing 
every painting in a gallery, the un-
armed public considers it perverse 
when we give our fi rearms an equal 
amount  of attention.  We may be 
extra careful not to let them catch 
our eyes lingering over a long held 

treasure or recent addition.   We 
hope they don’t see our fi ngers trac-
ing the lines where fi gured wood 
meets deeply blued steel– like a skirt 
hem against a tanned calf, like the 
stark border where the fertile land 
presses against a brilliant dawn sky.  
We may be uncomfortable explain-
ing how we can read the stories of a 
rifl e’s life in the way the fi nish has 
worn from its sides, fi nd the spirit of 
a windswept tree in the fi gure and 
grain of its walnut stock, or are en-
ticed into a world of adventure by 
the scene of hunters and stags in a 
meticulously engraved panel.  

The art of fi rearms, like the art of 
life, is not only something we see– 
but something we feel... with our 
hands, and our hearts.  In practice, 
and in the fi eld.  Most guns shoot,  
but not all have that special “feel” 
we know and love.  Our favorites are 
inevitably vested with an ineffable 
quality, producing a certain provo-
cation of the senses, invoking recol-
lections of other years or even other 
ages.  I hesitate to refer to this im-
measurable component as “class,” 
since it’s not always determined 
by either price or pedigree, and is 
occasionally found in undervalued 
arms.  Nor is it strictly a matter of 
embellishment.  While well execut-

SYSTEM SLOW?
Don’t Fall For Those TV or Pop-Up Scams

We Do It The RIGHT Way.
PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY!
Spyware/Virus removal $65.00

(includes the tools to keep your system clean)

HOURS: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday - Friday

$35.00 Come In And 
Ask For Details.

LAPTOP OPTIMIZATION:

NEED HELP WITH PAYROLL?
See Me!

NEW! Saiga 12 Gauge 
Semi-Auto Shotguns 

Now In Stock! 

YOUR FULL SERVICE 
GUN SHOP!
*Rifl es *Shotguns     *Hand Guns
*Ammo *Magazines     *Optics
*Holsters *Grips    
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NEW! Springfield 1911A1 ONLY $649.99
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ONLY $49.99*

*With this coupon.  Most vehicles.  KN

GET YOUR RV AND OTHER VEHICLES 
READY FOR SUMMER TRAVEL

A Properly Tuned Vehicle Runs Better and Saves Fuel.
Regular Maintenance Extends The Life Of your Vehicle.

New State-Of-The-Art Alignment Machine 
Proper Alignment Can Reduce Tire Wear and Give Better Mileage

NOW ACCELPTING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DELINQUENT OREGON TAX RETURNS
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In Your Keyboard?
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HANDGUN CLASSES:  WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2, 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 17, TUESDAY, SEPT. 29

ed engraving 
is a wonder 
to behold, one 
can also ruin 
the simple lines 
of a gun with 
gee-gaws and gra-
tuitous inlays, and  
there are some strikingly 
plain pieces of the highest aesthetic 
order.  

While appearance is one major 
aspect, others include the degree of 
precision in the machining and the 
subtleties of their engineering.  It’s 
to be found in the sure movements 
of a classic bolt action, in the sound 
of a spinning cylinder and it’s slow 
return to battery, the balance of a 
Colt single-action, and the heft 
and fi t of a double by the likes of 
a Parker, Fox or Smith.  While we 
men and women are thinkers, the 
quality I’m attempting to describe 
is more readily ascertained through 
feeling.

Few will ever agree as to which 
guns embody that special feel, his-
tory, materials, design, appearance 
or balance.  In the end what’s im-
portant  isn’t which arms we do or 
don’t  fi nd beautiful... but rather, 
that beauty – like history – still 
matters.

(Excerpted from Jess’ book Old 
Guns & Whispering Ghosts, signed 
copies soon to be available again 
from www.oldgunsbook.com)
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WE ARE A DEALER FOR:
*Marshall   *Vox   *Fender   *Behringer    
*Ampeg   *Guild   *Squire   *Hagstrom    

*Alvarez   *U.S. Masters

BUY - SELL - TRADE
Guitar Lessons & Repair Available

OUR SUMMER SALE IS HOT!OUR SUMMER SALE IS HOT!
Prices Slashed On ALL Used Inventory

Great Selection Of Guitars UNDER $200.00
String Special: Buy 1 Set - Get 2nd Set at ½ Price!

A Serious Guitar Shop And More!
By Far - The Largest Selection On The Coast & The 
Largest Selection Of Used Instruments In The Area

LET'S GET 
PICKLED!

The Coos County OSU Exten-
sion Service Family Food Educa-
tor (FFE) volunteers will be con-
ducting a community workshop on 
Saturday, August  29th.   Come get 
PICKLED at our preservation class 
on making pickles, sauerkraut and 
fl avored vinegars.  This workshop 
will be held in the Coos County Ex-
tension offi ce in Myrtle Point from 
11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Bring a small, 
decorative jar for vinegar so you 
can take home a sample.

Pre-registration is encouraged 
and class size is limited.  A $7 fee 
is collected to pay for printed ma-
terials and class supplies.  For more 
information on the dates and times 
of our October workshops on Tuna 
Canning and Gifts From the Kitch-
en, please contact the Coos County 
OSU Extension Offi ce,  541-572-
5263 or 1-800-730-4978.

SENIOR DANCE AT 
EVERGREEN COURT

There will be a Senior Dance at 
Evergreen Court, 451 O'Connell in 
North Bend on Wednesday, August 
26 beginning at 1:30 PM.

Admission is free and refresh-
ments will be available.

For more information, call 756-
4466


