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COMMENTS ON RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM

The Minnesota Free Market In-
stitute hosted an event at Bethel
University in St. Paul on Wednes-
day, October 14. Keynote speaker
Lord Christopher Monckton, for-
mer science adviser to British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, gave
a scathing and lengthy presenta-
tion, complete with detailed charts,
graphs, facts, and figures which
culminated in the utter decimation
of both the pop culture concept of
global warming and the credible
threat of any significant anthropo-
morphic climate change.

The concern Monckton speaks
to may well prove the single most
important issue facing the American
nation, bigger than health care, big-
ger than cap and trade, and worth
every citizen’s focused attention.

The following are excerpts of
Monckton’s remarks.

“Here is why the truth matters. It
was all very well for jesting Pilate to
ask that question and then not to tar-
ry for an answer. But that question
that he asked, “what is the truth?” is
the question which underlies every
question and in the end it is the only
question that really matters. When
you ask that question what you are
really asking is “what is the truth
about the matter?” And we are now
going to see why it matters morally,
socially, and politically, as well as
economically and scientifically.
That the truth, the whole truth and
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nothing but the truth should inform
public policy on this question. Now,
40 years ago, DDT, the only effec-
tive agent against the malaria mos-
quito was banned. Before the ban,
the inventor of DDT got the Nobel
Peace Prize because he had saved
more lives than anyone else in the
history of the planet. Malaria, one
of the greatest killers of children
in the Third World had all but been
eradicated. There were still 50,000
deaths per year. But when DDT was
banned by exactly the same fac-
tion, that is now trying to tell us we
must close down five sixths of the
United States economy that figure
is actually in the Waxman- Markey
bill. That same faction banned DDT
worldwide. The number of deaths
went up from 50,000 to a million a
year and stayed there. For 40 years.
40 million people, nearly all of them
children, died of malaria solely and
simply because DDT had been
banned for no good scientific rea-
son or environmental reason what-
soever. And it was only after every
single one of the people responsible
for that dismal, murderous decision
had retired or died that on Septem-
ber the 15th 2006, Dr. Arata Kochi
of the World Health Organization
said “Normally in this field, science
comes second and politics comes
first. But we will now take a stand
on the science and the data, and he
ended that ban on DDT and made it
once again the front line of defense
against the malaria mosquito. After
pressure from me, among others.

The left, the environmental left,
the intolerant, communistic nar-
row minded faction that does not
care how many children it kills is
campaigning once again for DDT
to be banned. Because they do not
want children to be born in the
Third World. They want as much
of humanity as possible, it some-
times seems to me, to be wiped off
the face of the planet. And there is
a better way to control population
than to withdraw the one effective
agent against one of the worlds big-
gest killers and that is to raise the
standard of living of the poorest.
That has long been a moral impera-
tive since the time of Our Blessed
Lord himself it has been a moral
imperative that we help Our Lord’s
sick and Our Lord’s poor. And we
work for them and we raise them
up and we make them healthy and
we make them wealthy, because if
we make them wealthy, then their
populations will stabilize. This is
something that every demographer
knows perfectly well . Make the
population wealthy and it stabilizes.
Keep it poor and it will continue
to increase. Make it poor if it was
wealthy, and it will start to increase
again. And if the environmental left
were really serious about saving the
planet from a huge CO2 footprint
(which I will show doesn’t matter at
all) then the first thing they would
do is pursue policies that would not,
as the extinction of five sixths of
your economy would do, make you
poor. They would be trying to make
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everybody rich.

At [the 2009 United Nations
Climate Change Conference in]
Copenhagen, this December, weeks
away, a treaty will be signed. Your
president will sign it. Most of the
third world countries will sign it,
because they think they’re going
to get money out of it. Most of the
left-wing regime from the European
Union will rubber stamp it. Virtu-
ally nobody won’t sign it.

I read that treaty. And what it
says is this, that a world govern-
ment is going to be created. The
word “government” actually ap-
pears as the first of three purposes of
the new entity. The second purpose
is the transfer of wealth from the
countries of the West to third world
countries, in satisfaction of what is
called, coyly, “climate debt” — be-
cause we’ve been burning CO2 and
they haven’t. We’ve been screwing
up the climate and they haven’t. And
the third purpose of this new entity,
this government, is enforcement.

How many of you think that the
word “election” or “democracy” or
“vote” or “ballot” occurs anywhere
in the 200 pages of that treaty? Quite
right, it doesn’t appear once. So, at
last, the communists who piled out
of the Berlin Wall and into the en-
vironmental movement, who took
over Greenpeace so that my friends
who funded it left within a year,
because [the communists] captured
it — Now the apotheosis as at hand.
They are about to impose a commu-
nist world government on the world.
You have a president who has very
strong sympathies with that point
of view. He’s going to sign it. He’ll
sign anything. He’s a Nobel Peace
Prize [winner]; of course he’ll sign
it.

And the trouble is this; if that
treaty is signed, if your Constitution
says that it takes precedence over
your Constitution (sic), and you
can’t resign from that treaty unless
you get agreement from all the other
state parties — And because you’ll be
the biggest paying country, they’re
not going to let you out of it.

So, thank you, America. You were
the beacon of freedom to the world.
It is a privilege merely to stand on
this soil of freedom while it is still
free. But, in the next few weeks, un-
less you stop it, your president will
sign your freedom, your democracy,
and your humanity away forever.
And neither you nor any subse-
quent government you may elect
will have any power whatsoever to
take it back. That is how serious it
is. I’ve read the treaty. I’ve seen this
stuff about [world] government and
climate debt and enforcement. They
are going to do this to you whether
you like it or not.

But I think it is here, here in your
great nation, which I so love and I
so admire — it is here that perhaps, at
this eleventh hour, at the fifty-ninth
minute and fifty-ninth second, you
will rise up and you will stop your
president from signing that dreadful
treaty, that purposeless treaty. For
there is no problem with climate
and, even if there were, an econom-
ic treaty does nothing to [help] it.”

Lord Monckton received a
standing ovation and took a series
of questions from members of the
audience. Among those questions
were these relevant to the forthcom-
ing Copenhagen treaty:

Question: The current adminis-
tration and the Democratic major-
ity in Congress has shown little
regard for the will of the people.
They’re trying to pass a serious
government agenda, and serious
taxation and burdens on future
generations. And there seems to
be little to stop them. How do you
propose we stop Obama from do-
ing this, because I see no way to
stop him from signing anything in
Copenhagen. 1 believe that’s his
agenda and he’ll do it.

“I don’t minimize the difficulty.
But on this subject — I don’t really
do politics, because it’s not right.
In the end, your politics is for you.
The correct procedure is for you to
get onto your representatives, both
in the US Senate where the bill has
yet to go through (you can try and
stop that) and in [the House], and
get them to demand their right of
audience (which they all have) with
the president and tell him about this
treaty. There are many very pow-
erful people in this room, wealthy
people, influential people. Get
onto the media, tell them about this
treaty. If they go to www.wattsup-
withthat.com, they will find (if they
look carefully enough) a copy of
that treaty, because I arranged for it
to be posted there not so long ago.
Let them read it, and let the press
tell the people that their democ-
racy is about to be taken away for
no good purpose, at least [with] no
scientific basis [in reference to cli-
mate change]. Tell the press to say
this. Tell the press to say that, even
if there is a problem [with climate
change], you don’t want your de-
mocracy taken away. It really is as
simple as that.”

Question: Is it really irrevocable
if that treaty is signed? Suppose
it’s signed by someone who does
not have the authority, as I — I have
some, a high degree of skepticism
that we do have a valid president
there because I -

“I know at least one judge who
shares your opinion, sir, yes.

[ don’t believe it until I see it. ...
Would [Obama’s potential illegiti-
macy as president] give us a reason-
able cause to nullify whatever treaty
that he does sign as president?

I would be very careful not to rely
on things like that. Although there is
a certain amount of doubt whether
or not he was born in Hawaii, my
fear is it would be very difficult
to prove he wasn’t born in Hawaii
and therefore we might not be able
to get anywhere with that. Besides,
once he’s signed that treaty, whether
or not he signed it validly, once he’s
signed it and ratified it — your Senate
ratifies it — you’re bound by it. But
I will say one thing; they know, in
the White House, that they won’t be
able to get the 67 votes in the Sen-
ate, the two-thirds majority that your
Constitution has stipulated must be
achieved in order to ratify a treaty
of this kind. However, what they’ve
worked out is this — and they actual-
ly let it slip during the election cam-
paign, which is how I know about it.
They plan to enact that Copenhagen
treaty into legislation by a simple
majority of both houses. That they
can do. But the virtue of that — and
here you have a point — is that it is,
thank God, reversible. So I want
you to pray tonight, and pray hard
for your Senate that they utterly
refuse to ratify the [new] Treaty of
Copenhagen, because if they refuse
to ratify it and [Obama] has to push
it through as domestic legislation,
you can repeal it.

Regardless of whether global
warming is taking place or caused
to any degree by human activity, we
do not want a global government
empowered to tax Americans with-
out elected representation or any-
thing analogous to constitutional
protections. The Founding Fathers
would roll over in their graves if
they knew their progeny allowed
a foreign power such authority, ef-
fectively undoing their every effort
in an act of Anti-American Revolu-
tion. If that is our imminent course,
we need to put all else on hold and
focus on stopping it. If American
sovereignty is ceded, all other de-
bate is irrelevant.”

The Minnesota Free Market In-
stitute is a “classical liberal” organi-
zation based on the governing prin-
ciples of the primacy of individual
sovereignty, the sanctity of private
property, and preservation of the
rule of law.
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