Like millions of others, I was
dumbstruck when I heard Susan
Boyle, the dowdy spinster who
belted out a tune that moved an en-
tire audience and a panel of judges
to silent awe. Likewise, as Kevin
Skinner, former chicken -catcher,
crooned like Garth Brooks, I looked
on in wonder. The Susan Boyles
and the Kevin Skinners are poi-
gnant, even painful reminders of
just how untrustworthy our percep-
tions can be.

Our eyes and ears and noses
make sensory perception inevitable.
When we perceive something with

our senses, our brains become little
factories that shuffle our percep-
tions through an assembly line of
our experiences and expectations.
The problem is when we let our per-
ceptions go unchecked.

Consider how perception so of-
ten influences our financial deci-
sions. We naturally observe those
around us, and in so doing, assume
many things. We presume, for ex-
ample, that our neighbor must have
gone into hock in order to buy that
new boat. This presumption is
based on what we think we know:
he is making “x” amount a month,

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR MERTEN AWARD

The Leadership Council of the
Cascade-Coast Regional office of
the Alzheimer’s Association Ore-
gon Chapter is seeking nominations
for the Fred and Barbara Merten
Service Award.

Barbara Merten was one of the
founders of the Cascade-Coast of-
fice; her husband Fred served on
the first board of directors of the
Cascade-Coast office. Barbara died
of Alzheimer’s disease in 1984 and
Fred died of complications of de-
mentia in 2005.

The Fred and Barbara Merten
Service Award is given to an indi-
vidual who has provided outstand-
ing service(s) to individuals and
families affected by Alzheimer’s
disease, or a related disorder in the

Cascade-Coast region of Coos, Cur-
ry, Douglas, and Lane counties.

Previous recipients of the Merten
Award are Virginia Gates of Eu-
gene in 1986; Dr. Donald England
of Eugene in 1997; June McGuire
of Coos Bay in 1998; Sally Bogner
of Brookings in 2005 and Liz von
Wellsheim of Springfield in 2006,
Andrea Gillispie of Eugene in 2007,
and Jan Landrum of Florence in
2009.

Nominations for the Fred and
Barbara Merten Service Award can
be submitted by September 14th,
2009 to, Robert Tozer, Chair, Lead-
ership Council, Alzheimer’s As-
sociation- Oregon Chapter, 1238
Lincoln St., Eugene, Oregon 97401.
For more info. call 541-345-8392.

T Dock in Winchester Bay, Oregon

541-271-4955

WE’VE GOT THE SOLUTIONS!

» Over 8000 songs
» Easy and fun!
* Light show

If you are looking for an easy to play,
modern jukebox that is great for
parties, then this is for you!

» Wireless mics
* Delivery and set-up
» Cheap rental rates

Call to setup a free demonstration.

St. John Entertainment, LLC
320 Central Ave., Suite 415, Coos Bay 888-9240

High Speed

BROADBAND INTERNET SERVICE

Broadbent, Coquille, Arago &
Myrtle Point. Now Available in Riverton

Nation-Wide Dial-Up Service
Available For ONLY $18.95 Per Month

©

Rural Access Internet Co.

High Speed Internet for Rural Oregon

RURAL ACCESS INTERNET COMPANY « 396.5139

Need Help Managing Your Finances?
I CAN HELP!

* SMALL BUSINESS BOOKKEEPING °
* PERSONAL FINANCIAL TRAINING °
* TAX PREPARATION *

FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

(Write Checks, On-Line Payments, On-Time Bill

Payment, Account Reconciliation)
* DOMESTIC EMPLOYEE PAYROLL SERVICE °
* CONSERVATORSHIPS -°

MEDICAL INSURANCE PAYMENT TRACKING

(For multiple Insurances Including Medicare)

Joyce Walter E.A./L.T.C.

Licensed Tax Consultant
Enrolled to practice before the IRS

Phone: (541) 756-3374

E-mail: jwalter.ea.ltc@verizon.net
“Satisfied customers are my best advertisement”

PO Box 631

North Bend, OR 97459
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MONEY TIPS: Let Your Values Guide Your Spending Decisions sy carey benman

he has a mortgage like ours, and he
couldn’t possibly have had the cash
for the boat.

Though we think we can ball-
park our neighbor’s salary, we real-
ly have no idea how much he takes
home. Similarly, we don’t know
what his savings patterns are like
or if he plunked down a huge down
payment on his house. He may
have been saving for that boat for
the last five years. What we don’t
know, however, often guides our
own spending decisions. “If he can
afford that boat on his salary and
with his mortgage, then why can’t
I go ahead and book that trip to the
Caribbean?” we reason.

Not only do we often misper-
ceive others, but we also worry that
others will misperceive us. That’s
why we overspend on a wedding gift
for an old college friend or agree to
eat out at the pricey restaurant when
we really can’t afford to. We cer-
tainly don’t want to look cheap,
and we may even want to give the
impression that our spending habits
are congruent with our level of fi-
nancial success. In other words, if
we spend big, then others will think
we’re successful.

It’s not difficult to see the danger
in giving our perceptions this much
power. What can be difficult is find
our way through the countless mes-
sages that say, “This is what makes
you sexy, successful, powerful, or
intelligent.” Though we can’t keep
our eyes from seeing or our ears
from hearing, what we can do is use
our values as our guide to making
wise financial decisions.

What is most important to you?
When do you feel most alive? What
motivates you? Use your answers
to these questions to help you de-
cide where and how to spend your
money, not on often misguided or
mistaken perceptions.

This information is provided
through your local Consumer
Credit Counseling Service, located
at 375 South 4th Street, Coos Bay,
OR 97420, by permission of the
American Center for Credit Edu-
cation. The material in this article
is provided for personal, non-com-
mercial, educational, and informa-
tional purposes only. For additional
Consumer information or help in
resolving financial issues contact
Consumer Credit Counseling Ser-
vice of Coos-Curry at (541) 267-
7040 or (800) 248-7040 or visit our
website at www.cccscoos.org.

ROOOOARING

FUNDRAISING FUN!

Shake Rattle & Roll goes “HOG”
Wild is coming Saturday August
22nd. Exciting features are LIVE
AND SILENT AUCTION with
FANTASTIC ITEMS & Vintage
motorcycle decorations by Mike’s
20th Century Iron. You will not
want to miss this evening of Wild
Fundraising, Lively Dancing to
Spicy Music of the Hot Tamales,
Delicious Hor'doveurs & Dining
by the Court House. Location is
the North Bend Community Center,
$60 Admission.

All proceeds go to support the
Women’s Safety & Resource Center
to help our community STOP THE
VIOLENCE.

Call 888-1048 to reserve your
seat today!

WHERE IS
THE REAL

WAR

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF

AMERICAN DEATHS DUE TO

THE WAR ON TERROR SINCE
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001:

0|0(9]3]7/9)

(Includes deaths from the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon,
the war in Afghanistan and
the war in Iraq.)

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF
DEATHS IN AMERICA DUE
TO ILLEGAL ALIENS SINCE
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001:

(Includes deaths due to violent
crlmlnal acts — estimated 10 per
day; deaths due to negligence
— estimated 3 per day; deaths
due to drunk or reckless driving
— estimated 12 per day.)

SOURCES: U.S. Department of De-
fense, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.S. Department of Justice, Centers
for Disease Control, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, Federal
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Serving The South Coast With Quality Used Vehicles You Can Afford
www.jimvickautosales.com

We’ve Slashed Our Prices!

1999 MAZDA MIATA COUPE $8 995

Hard & Soft Tops,
5 Speed, Leather

Interior. Cute!
#121337

) (D AU AR

[ ) o o (]
: Glassic Special X °
+79 CADILLAC SEVILLE .
° lee New, 1 Owner, All Original, .
e Low Miles, Fully Loaded, #491137 °
0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000 00
05 LINCOLN TOWN CAR, VERY SHARP, LOADED!
859527 ...t eeeeeeetee et e et et e e e e e e e e e st e e e areneaaanaaa $13995
99 MERCEDES BENZ E320 SEDAN, 6 Cyl., Auto. Great Car!
BB5159 ..t eeeee e ettt e et e e e e e e e e e ae e e aaeeas $11995
01 SATURN L300 SEDAN, 6 CYL., AUTOMATIC, A/C
512026 . eee e ettt r e e e e e e e e e e e —aaes $5995
03 BUICK LESABRE LTD. Like new, 1 owner, super sharp!
180528 ...ttt et e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e raaaaaaaas $10995
94 GMC 1 TON DUALLY 4 X 4: SUPER NICE, LOW MILES!
BOT8T9 ettt e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e —— $8995
93 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE, Full Luxury
B09895 ...ttt e et e e e e et e e e e aenreraeeaanenas $3995
82 17 FT. BUCCANEER BOAT & MOTOR: 12 Passenger Seating, Nice!
ABMBZ........eee et $2495

BUY DIRECT FROM THE OWNER!

No Sales People, No Commissions, No Haggling,
No Hassles! If | don't Have It, | Can get It!

92 CHEVY 1/2 TON PICKUP, V-8, Automatic
$2495

B

02 NISSAN SENTRA GXE, 4 Cyl., Automatic, A/C
BA15390 ... eeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e et ee e e e e e e e e ——a e e e e e e e e e ———————aaaaaaa $7495

98 TOYOTA COROLLACE, 4 CYL., AUTOMATIC, AIC
077530 ettt et e e e e e e e e e e et et e e e e e e e ——————raaaeearaaa $4995

98 HONDA CRV 4 X 4, 4 Cyl., 5 Speed, Very Clean
0BB050 ettt ettt neeeeeans $7995

A

TOABB0 ...ttt e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e raeaeaaaaaaa $

A A A

ABBB14 e e $3995

00 BUICK LESABRE LTD. Fully Loaded, Leather, Moon roof, Very Nice!
T51B42 1ot e 6495

DOABAT 1ottt e aaaa s $5995

95 CHEVY BERETTA, V-6, Automatic, A/C, Sporty!
BOT626 .ttt a e $3495

> D N

99 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD,5 Speed, Nice Condition
651982 $7995

04 FORD F150,6 Cyl., Automatic, Only 30,700 Miles!
AAODBS ...t e aa e e e $11995

94 SAAB 900 HATCHBACK, V-6, Auto., Leather, Moon Roof
004596 ...t $3495

03 SUZUKI ALIERO SEDAN, 4 Cyl., Automatic, A/C, CD Pla
1535501 uuiieiiii s g5495
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1BB8TT e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et $5995

02 BUICK REGAL GS, V-6 Turbo, Leather Moon roof, CD. Sharp!
262200 ...ttt e eraeeaaereas $8750

01 FORD FOCUS. 4 Cyl., 5 Speed, AM/FM, Very Clean!
$4995

94 BMW 525 SEDAN, 6 Cyl., Auto., Leather, Moon Roof, Nice!
KATBT2 1.ttt ettt reas $5995

05 CADILLAC SEDAN DeVILLE, Very, Nice, Low Mileage
228386 ..o eeeeeeee ettt e e aeaaan $14995

B3O432 it e, $3495

b 7 Passenger,
Quad Seats,

Rear A/C
#022472

6,995

OUR CONSIGNMENT CENTER

IS NOW OPEN.

Consign Your Car, Truck, RV
or Motorhome With Us.

Come In And Make An Offer - We’re Easy!

THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS!

“AT THE BOOMIN’ «Y?»
1297 OCEAN BLVD., COOS BAY

Financing Available On Approved Credit
Your Trade Is Always Welcome!

www.jimvickautosales.com

941-888-6166

SAVINGS! SELECTION! SATISFACTION!

We Buy, Sell & Consign ¢ Quality Used Cars, Trucks & RVs




